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Lisa Morgan, the current President of the Georgia Association of Educators paid a visit to Dooly County 
last Monday.  According to information provided by the GAE, "Before taking the helm as the leader of 
Georgia’s pre-eminent statewide teaching organization, she was a classroom teacher for twenty-one years. 
An early childhood educator, she has taught pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, and first grade. For the past 
nineteen years, she has taught in the Midway community in DeKalb County."  

During a GAE sponsored breakfast held last Monday, it was a chance for her to in her words meet and 
greet, "The new educators in Dooly County and invite them to join our work for public education in 
Georgia. This time of year, that's what we're doing as new educators are starting their jobs or moving 
from one system to another."  

She also emphasized that, "A lot of our parents and our community members unfortunately do not really 
understand that in 2015 and 2016, all of our school systems here in Georgia made a choice whether they 
would be a strategic waiver school system, a charter system or whether they would remain a Title 20 
system.  Only two systems in the state chose to be a Title 20 system. All the other systems are either a 
strategic waiver or a charter system. What that means is, those who are charter systems have a blanket 
waiver from state education laws and rules. The strategic waiver system also can request in their 
contract waiver all the strategic waiver systems in the state including Dooly County that is a strategic 
waiver system, has waived our class size. Particularly this year when we know our students are going to 
need some additional one-on-one attention from their teachers. The fact that we are waiving class size and 
have class sizes that are larger than the state class size rules is definitely concerning.  Other waivers that 
districts have put in place for the early intervention program or remedial education.  Language assistance 
for our students that are learning English. I was surprised when I started digging into this that we have 
school systems that waive the program for gifted students."  

Superintendent Dr. Lockhart responded, "In the Dooly County School System, we have used our CARES 
Funds in order to reduce class size as well as to address the early intervention program or EIP needs of 
our students. Therefore, even though we have a strategic waiver, we are working very hard to combat 
learning loss by adding more staff to give students more individualized attention."  

Mrs. Morgan also expressed concern on another subject in some school systems as well, "I think if you 
survey community members, you will find that by and large, health and physical education is something 
most of us believe our children need more of, not less."   

For more  information, contact Lisa Morgan at: 770-715-6883 or 770-313-3625. Her email address 
is:  Lisa.Morgan@gae.org. 
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